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Ser (to be) 
  
In Spanish both ser and estar mean to be, but they are not interchangeable.  They have completely different uses, and these uses must be learned. 
  Ser has an irregular conjugation:   
	soy (I am)
	somos (we are)

	eres (you are)
	sois (you are)

	...es (...is)
	...son (...they are)


  
Uses of ser: 
1.      To tell who or what the subject is.  (¿Qué es?  ¿Quién es?) 
2.      To indicate the origin of the subject. (¿De dónde es?) 
3.      To tell what something is made of.  (¿De qué es?) 
4.      To indicate possession.  (¿De quién es?) 
5.      To describe, give a characteristic, tell what something is like. (¿Cómo es?) 
6.      To give time and date.  (¿Qué hora es?  ¿Qué día es?  ¿Cuál es la fecha?)     


Estar (to be) 
  
	estoy (I am)
	estamos (we are)

	estás (you are)
	estáis (you are)

	... está (...is)
	...están (...they are)


Uses of estar: 
1.      To tell how somebody feels, or appears. + adjective of feeling. (¿Cómo está?) 
2.      To tell where something or somebody is.  + prepositional phrase (¿Dónde está?) 
